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5 things to remember!
1. Mastery
2. Things are harder now
3. Starting with English
4. Curriculum Levels are going
5. Term 3. New curriculum. Fully shared

Desired Outcomes
Explain and talk through the impact of:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Recent changes to the UK National Curriculum
How this impacts on us at DBIS
What we are trialing in English, particularly in Writing
New assessment processes being used
How the reports for Writing will change
Direct you to further information

There have been many changes...
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

1986 - The GCSE is introduced for teaching, replacing O-levels and CSEs.
1988 - The Education Reform Act ushers in the national curriculum; national
SATS testing at seven, 11 and 14; Ofsted
1998 - Introduction of Literacy Hour and the National Year of Reading.
2001 - New AS levels are introduced as a result of Curriculum 2000.
2013 - The new National Curriculum is published.
2015 - The new National Curriculum is mandatory for all state maintained
schools in England.
2016 - DBIS started to review the Primary Curriculum
2017 - DBIS started to review assessment and reporting of the new curriculum

Why have changes been made to the UK
curriculum?
● To raise standards.
● To focus on essential core subject knowledge
and skills.

So what has happened?
In September 2015 the National Curriculum ‘14 became statutory for all
maintained/ state primary schools in England
NC ‘14 set out what children are supposed to learn and when.
As we base the DBIS Curriculum on the standards from the UK National
Curriculum, we have taken this opportunity to start to review our curriculum in
line with these changes to ensure that our children continue to have access to
the highest quality learning opportunities.

What has changed as a result of NC’14?
Reading, Writing and Maths remain at the centre of the curriculum.
There is a noticeable focus on ‘higher expectations’ across subjects, and the new
primary curriculum is significantly more demanding than in the past. For example,
in English, there will now be more attention paid to the study of grammar and
spelling; an area which was far less notable in previous curricula.
Your child’s progress at school was previously measured using Levels between 1
and 6. Because the curriculum has changed these levels are no longer used.

4 reasons curriculum levels have been removed
Understanding why national curriculum levels were removed is central to the
way that we teach the curriculum and assess pupil progress. In fact, the four
main reasons for their removal means changing the whole way that we view
pupil progress.
1.

To remove the undue emphasis on pace over understanding

(The first was an undue emphasis on pace. The rate of progress, or how fast pupils moved through the
levels, had become more important than pupils' understanding of the curriculum. The whole notion of
progress had become about speed. This put intense pressure on schools to move pupils on, even if
they did not fully understand the key concepts from the curriculum. This also led to a rather bizarre
situation where, despite having a national expectation, it became expected that pupils exceeded the
national expectation.)

Why have curriculum levels been removed?
Understanding why national curriculum levels were removed is central to the way
that we teach the curriculum and assess pupil progress. In fact, the four main
reasons for their removal means changing the whole way that we view pupil
progress.
2. The unsuitability of using "best fit" descriptors
(The second was the unsuitability of using "best fit" descriptors. A best fit is not always a secure fit and,
coupled with the problem of undue pace through the levels, many pupils were moved on because they
best fitted a descriptor but may have had major gaps in their understanding.)

Why have curriculum levels been removed?
Understanding why national curriculum levels were removed is central to the
way that we teach the curriculum and assess pupil progress. In fact, the four
main reasons for their removal means changing the whole way that we view
pupil progress.
3. The inaccuracy of determining levels by average marks on a test
(The third reason was the problem with determining levels by average marks on a test. A high number
of marks could be gained from, for example, Level 2 questions and some from Level 4 questions, and
yet, when averaged out, a pupil may have been awarded Level 3. The pupil wasn't really a Level 3 but
the marks may have declared them so.)

Why have curriculum levels been removed?
Understanding why national curriculum levels were removed is central to the
way that we teach the curriculum and assess pupil progress. In fact, the four
main reasons for their removal means changing the whole way that we view
pupil progress.
●

Other successful curriculums (e.g. Finland, Hong Kong and Singapore)
never needed levels to measure progress or attainment

(The fourth was that jurisdictions that have high international rankings have never used a system of
levels. Instead, assessment is based on "depth of understanding" or "mastery" of all of the key
concepts of the curriculum.)

So how does this affect DBIS?
Our DBIS curriculum is a standards based curriculum which contains a series of
expectations about what children should know, understand and be able to do by
set points in their primary education.
We have taken the opportunity over the last year to review our English curriculum
and ensure we are matching the greater levels of rigor and expectation of NC’14.
We are currently developing a new system of assessment to measure your child’s
attainment and progress in Writing and this will now be shared on your child’s next
report.

How will it be different?
We will be using a new scale of Standards 1 to 6, to assess attainment
achievement in writing.
Each standard represents the expected average attainment in each year group.
For example Standard 2 equates to the taught curriculum in Year 2 for the majority
of children at that age.
Attainment will in most cases be measured against the appropriate year group
standard and be reported using the differentiated terms:

BEGINNING, DEVELOPING and MASTERING

What will you see?
Now:
● Different things in different classes
● Term 1 Big Award for Writing and Term 2 Big Award for Writing to look at progress
● Criterion scale used to measure attainment for reporting
Next:
● A newly revised, more demanding DBIS Primary Curriculum in Reading, Writing
and Maths
● A Standards based assessment programme for reporting attainment and progress
based on mastery rather than acceleration
● Transparency in terms of what students are learning and when across all
curriculum subjects
● Parent Meeting in Term 3 to share these changes in full

So what is happening now
with writing?

Curriculum Map for Writing
●
●
●

●

●

●

●

Used by teachers for planning and formative
assessment for learning.
Written as ‘I can’ statements.
Shared with children in a much more direct way
and without damping down expectation of their
understanding.
What can the children do today, and what do they
need to do more of, or be introduced to tomorrow?
What are the next steps in learning for each
individual child?
Based on research of many other successful
schools,and written to reflect the needs our
children here at DBIS
Written to ensure the heightened expectations for
attainment are clearly adopted and supported. E.g.
less poetry and more focus on inference and
deduction in reading.
Shared with parents in advance so that you are
clear of what your children will be learning and
when.

Criterion Scale
●

●

We use the Criterion
Scale, a system
designed by Ross
Wilson, which we
have adapted to suit
the needs of our
learners and our
revised curriculum.
This scale shows us
how well children are
applying their
learning, how they are
demonstrating their
mastery of it. And this
is what will be
reported on your
child’s report this
term.

Here are some of the requirements at Standard 6.

Let us focus on number 3, and look at where it comes from in the curriculum map.

Curriculum Map extract (for formative
assessment, target setting and next steps
planning)

Criterion scale (for summative
assessment - how the child is applying their
knowledge and skills in their independent
writing)

Can use the full range of
punctuation, almost always
accurately and precisely, including
for subdivision, effect, listening,
direct speech, parenthesis etc. (3
examples of Standard 5/6
punctuation)

How is the assessment made?
(Once we have read the entire piece of writing, we go back through the scale and highlight evidence found
to show mastery in each area. We then look at the total number of criteria met and this gives us the
summative level which is what we will report to you).

Where can I go for more information?
● PTCs next week - details for sign-up are already on the
Parent Portal
● Moodle Link can be found on the Parent Portal
● Term 3 Parent Meeting

5 things to remember!

So what were they?

5 things to remember!
1. Mastery
2. Things are harder now
3. Starting with English
4. Curriculum Levels are going
5. Term 3. New curriculum. Fully shared

I hope you have a better understanding now of:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Recent changes to the UK National Curriculum
How this impacts on us at DBIS
What we are trialing in English, particularly in Writing
New assessment processes being used
How the reports for Writing will change
Direct you to further information

THANK YOU!
...and please do remember to sign up for
your Parent Teacher Conference next
week. The link has been shared on the
Parent Portal.

